ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 
A system for sharing media content between peers over a communication 
medium. Content is authenticated prior to being downloaded, or stored, so that only 
content from designated peers, or based on other user selected criteria, reaches the 
user. Typically, content is stored at the destination site on a fixed or removable 
media prior to user content playback. Users are notified of content receipt, such as 
by an entry within a programming guide through which convenient user access of 
content may occur without the need to log onto the Internet or other service. The 
media content is then played back over a virtual channel that is selected by the user. 
The functionality of the system may be embodied within a separate unit or 
incorporated within set-top boxes, television sets, audio systems, gaming systems, 
personal computer system, or other interconnected electronic devices. Content may 
be communicated between peers on a device back-channel over a telephone 
system, Internet, cable network, powerline network, wireless connection, or direct 
wired link. 
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